School HPV Vaccine
for Cancer Prevention:

Does Your Child Need a “Catch-Up” Vaccination?

What is

HPV?

Human papillomavirus (HPV)
is the most common sexually
transmitted infection.

HPV causes 91% of cervical cancers and 63% of penile cancers.1
It can also cause cancer of the vagina vulva, anus, and throat.
Some types of HPV can cause genital warts.
Without the HPV vaccine, up to 75% of
sexually active people will have an
HPV infection at some point.2
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8.

Canada’s National Advisory Committee on
Immunization recommends all young people
aged 9-26 years get the HPV vaccine.5

How Can I Get the
HPV Vaccine for My Child?
1. In Ontario, all grade 7 students can get
the HPV vaccine for free at school.7

Up-to-date school-based HPV immunization
for 12-year-olds in Ontario was less than
1% in the 2020-2021 school year.6
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The HPV vaccine effectively protects young
people from the most common types of
HPV that cause cancer and genital warts.3,4

The vaccine is typically given in two doses,
at least 6 months apart.

During the COVID-19
pandemic, many young
people have missed
their HPV vaccine!

1.
2.

The HPV Vaccine

2. As of June 2022, Ontario Public Health is offering free
“catch up” HPV vaccines for students in grades 7-12. 8
3. The HPV vaccine can also be purchased privately with a
prescription from a healthcare provider (e.g., physician,
nurse practitioner) and may be covered through private
healthcare insurance.
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